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1
SINGLE SERVING REUSABLE BREWING
MATERIAL HOLDER

The present application is a Continuation In Part of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/777,831 filed Jul. 13, 2007, a
Continuation In Part of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
12/610,181 filed Oct. 30, 2009, and a Continuation In Part of
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/620,584 filed Nov. 17,
2009, which applications are incorporated in their entirety
herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to single serving coffee mak-
ers and in particular to a single serving reusable brewing
material holder including a reusable mesh material to retain
the brewing material in the holder.

Coffee is prepared in a coffee maker by measuring an
amount of ground coffee into a coffee filter, closing a lid over
the ground coffee, and providing a stream of hot water
through the ground coffee. In recent years, single serving
coffee makers have become very popular, for example,
KEURIG® coffee makers. U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,325,765 and
6,708,600 disclose a housing and cooperating filter cartridge
for use in a KEURIG® coffee maker. While the housing and
cartridge of the >765 patent are very popular, the cost of single
use cartridges far exceeds the cost of the brewing material
contained in the cartridges. The *765 and 600 patents are
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention addresses the above and other needs
by providing a single serving beverage filter cartridge which
is formed by placing a single serving portion of brewing
material into a reusable coffee holder having a lid and a base.
The reusable coftee holder includes a recessed annular region
at the bottom of a base of the holder and is insertable into a
cartridge housing of a single serving coffee maker having an
offset needle reaching up vertically from the base of the
housing, the recessed annular region avoiding the offset bot-
tom needle. The coffee holder defines a frustoconical exterior
and includes mesh filtering material for retaining brewing
material inside the coffee holder. The mesh material may be a
metal mesh or plastic mesh. The reusable coffee holder is
configured for use in single serving coffee makers having the
offset bottom needle and designed for single use cartridges.

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, there is
provided a coffee holder including a metal filter mesh mate-
rial interposed between an interior and exterior of the holder
to retain brewing material in the holder. The filter mesh mate-
rial may be a metal or plastic mesh.

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, there is
provided a coffee holder having a bottom with an annular
recess. The holder fits into existing single serving coffee
makers having an offset bottom needle and the annular recess
provides clearance for the offset bottom needle.

In accordance with still another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a coffee holder having an annular recessed
region surrounding a stem. The stem extends downward from
the bottom of the base. The holder fits into existing single
serving coffee makers having an offset bottom needle and the
annular recess around the stem provides clearance for the
offset bottom needle.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the invention,
there is provided a method for using a reusable coffee holder
in a single serving coffee maker having an offset bottom
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needle. The method includes opening a lid of the reusable
coffee holder, placing a single serving portion of brewing
material into a holder base, closing the lid of the coffee holder,
opening a coffee cartridge housing of the single serving cof-
fee maker, placing the coffee holder into the coffee cartridge
housing causing an offset bottom needle to reside in the
annular recessed area in the bottom of the holder base, closing
the coffee cartridge housing, and brewing a brewed beverage.
The reusable coffee holder includes a holder lid, a frustoconi-
cal shaped coffee holder base, and a metal mesh filter attached
to the coffee holder base and interposed between the interior
and the exterior of the holder base and retaining brewing
material deposited into the holder base through the holder top,
and a holder lid closeable over the top of the holder base. The
holder lid includes a center mating portion of the holder lid
including a downward concave cavity for receiving a nozzle
of a coffee maker and sealing against the coffee maker to
prevent the escape of heated liquid during brewing. The a
frustoconical shaped coffee holder base includes a smaller
diameter bottom, a larger diameter top, an interior, an exte-
rior, and a concave up, annular recessed area in the bottom of
the holder base.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The above and other aspects, features and advantages of the
present invention will be more apparent from the following
more particular description thereof, presented in conjunction
with the following drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a prior art single serving housing and filter car-
tridge.

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a first single serving coffee
holder according to the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional side view of the first single
serving coffee holder according to the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional side view of the first single
serving coffee holder according to the present invention in the
prior art single serving housing.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional side view of a second single
serving coffee holder according to the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional side view of the second single
serving coffee holder according to the present invention in the
prior art single serving housing.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing components throughout the several views ofthe drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following description is of the best mode presently
contemplated for carrying out the invention. This description
is not to be taken in a limiting sense, butis made merely for the
purpose of describing one or more preferred embodiments of
the invention. The scope of the invention should be deter-
mined with reference to the claims.

A prior art single serving housing 10 of a coffee maker and
single use filter cartridge 12 residing in a brewing chamber 11
of'the coffee maker, disclosed in U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,325,765 and
6,708,600 (incorporated by reference above) are shown in
FIG. 1. The filter cartridge 12 includes a pierceable shell 14
and contains brewing material 16. An upper needle 20 pen-
etrates the top of the shell 14 to inject heated water into the
cartridge 12 and an offset bottom needle 22 penetrates the
base 12 of the shell 14 and receives the brewed drink pro-
duced in the cartridge 12 and carries the brewed drink from
the brewing chamber when the housing 10 is closed on the
cartridge 12. A single use disposable filter cartridge sold
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under the trademark K-CUP® has a top edge with a diameter
of about 1.8 inches, a height of about 134 inches, and a
frustoconical shape with a base smaller than the top edge. The
base of the K-CUP cartridge is generally being about 1.45
inches in diameter.

A perspective view of a first single serving coffee holder 30
according to the present invention is shown in FIG. 2. The
coffee holder 30 includes a lid 32 and a base 34. The base 34
includes a larger diameter top 34a and a smaller diameter
bottom 345 and is generally frustoconical in shape. A passage
40 in the 1id 32 is provided for the needle 20. The bottom 345
of the base 34 includes a recess (for example, a mouth) 38
formed prior to insertion of the reusable coffee holder into the
single serving coffee maker surrounding a stem 36 generally
centered on the bottom 345 of the base 34. The stem 36
extends downward from the bottom of the base 34. The coffee
holder 30 defines an interior region 30a and an exterior region
304. Lid 32 may be removably attachable to the base 34, or
hingedly attached to the base 34. The removable 1id 32 may be
an interference fitto the base 34, or the lid 32 and base 34 may
have cooperating threads to threadably attach, or the lid 32
may be otherwise attached to the base 34.

A cross-sectional side view of the first coffee holder 30 is
shown in FIG. 3 and a second cross-sectional view of the first
coffee holder 30 in the prior art single serving housing 10 is
shown in FIG. 4. A concave down mesh filter 42 holds the
brewing material 16, and retains the brewing material 16 in
the interior region 30a of the coffee holder 30 separating the
brewing material 16 from the exterior region 305 of the coffee
holder 30 (see FIG. 2). The needle 20 reaches through the
passage 40 in the lid 32 to inject hot liquid into the brewing
material 16 to make a brewed drink. The recess 38 comprises
an annular recess 38a providing an unobstructed vertical dis-
tance D between the holder base bottom and a lower surface
of'a closed ceiling 41 separating the bottom needle 22 from
the interior region 30a (see FIG. 2) of the holder base and
lateral clearance C between the offset bottom needle 22 and a
vertical interior wall 37 bordering the recess 38a of the holder
base 34, preventing contact between the offset bottom needle
22 and any part of the holder base 34. A compliant ring 33
may be included to seal against the coffee maker. A passage
39 in the holder base bottom 34 allows brewed beverage to
escape from the coffee holder 30 into the brewing chamber 11
of'the coffee maker while avoiding flowing through the offset
bottom needle 22. The distance D is preferably between one
and twenty mm and more preferably about ten mm. The lid 32
includes a ring 32a reaching downward into the holder base
34 and a O-ring 31 sandwiched between the ring 324 and the
holder base top 34a. The coffee holder 30 includes a vertical
centerline CL.

The housing 30 is disclosed in FIG. 2 of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 11/777,831 filed Jul. 13, 2007 by the present
applicant. The present application is a Continuation In Part
(CIP) ofthe 831 application, which *831 application is incor-
porated by reference above.

The mesh filter 42 is disclosed in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 12/620,584 filed Nov. 17,2009 by the present appli-
cant, as a nylon mesh, metal mesh, or any material capable of
holding the coffee while allowing a flow of heated water
through the coffee. The present application is a Continuation
In Part (CIP) of the *584 application, which *584 application
is incorporated by reference above. Unlike filter paper, the
mesh filter may be cleaned and reused, and may be removable
from the housing 30 for cleaning.

A cross-sectional side view of a second coffee holder 50
according to the present invention is shown in FIG. 5 and a
cross-sectional side view of the coffee holder 50 in the prior
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art single serving housing 10 is shown in FIG. 6. The coftee
holder 50 includes the 1id 32 and a base 52. The passage 40 in
the 1id 32 is provided for the needle 20. The base 52 includes
an annular recessed region 384. The coffee holder 30 defines
an interior region 30a and an exterior region 305 (see FIG. 2).
The mesh filter 42 holds the brewing material 16, and retains
the brewing material 16 in the interior region 30a of the coffee
holder 50 separating the brewing material 16 from the exte-
rior region 305 of the coffee holder 50. The needle 20 reaches
through the passage 40 in the 1id 32 to inject hot liquid into the
brewing material 16 to make a brewed drink. A circular open-
ing 54 in the bottom of'the base 52 provides an annular recess
38b providing clearance for the lower needle 22 creating an
open ceiling exposing the interior of the coffee holder to the
offset bottom needle when the coffee holder resides in the
brewing chamber.

The housing 50 is disclosed in FIG. 6 of U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 11/777,831 filed Jul. 13, 2007 by the present
applicant for use with a coffee pod including filter paper and
incorporated by reference above, and the use of the mesh filter
42 is disclosed in the *584 patent incorporated by reference
above. A metal or plastic reusable coffee holder is also dis-
closed in the 831 application.

FIG. 7 shows a side view of a holder 70 having a hinged
holder lid 32"

FIG. 8 shows a side view of a threaded holder and threaded
holder lid according to the present invention.

While the invention herein disclosed has been described by
means of specific embodiments and applications thereof,
numerous modifications and variations could be made thereto
by those skilled in the art without departing from the scope of
the invention set forth in the claims.

I claim:

1. A beverage brewer, comprising:

a brewing chamber;

a container, disposed within the brewing chamber and
adapted to hold brewing material while brewed by a
beverage brewer, the container comprising:
areceptacle configured to receive and support the brew-

ing material; and
a cover;
wherein the receptacle includes
a base, having an interior surface, an exterior surface,
and a passageway in an interior area of the base,
providing fluid flow through the interior surface
and the exterior surface,
at least one sidewall extending upward from the inte-
rior surface of the base, and
at least one extension that raises the base a predeter-
mined distance above a lower surface of the brew-
ing chamber;
wherein the cover is adapted to sealingly engage with a
top edge of the at least one sidewall, the cover includ-
ing an opening, and
wherein the container is adapted to accept input fluid
through the opening and to provide a corresponding
outtflow of fluid through the passageway;

an inlet port, adapted to provide the input fluid to the
container; and

a needle-like structure, adapted to receive outflow fluid
from the container through the base passageway;

wherein the at least one extension forms an annular
recessed region below the base that is disposed to receive
the needle-like structure and to provide a clearance
around the needle-like structure such that the needle-like
structure does not puncture the base.
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2. The beverage brewer of claim 1, wherein the predeter-
mined distance is selected such that a tip of the needle-like
structure does not penetrate the exterior surface of the base.

3. The beverage brewer of claim 1, wherein the receptacle
and the cover include materials such that the container is
reusable.

4. The beverage brewer of claim 1, wherein the passageway
has an unobstructed configuration.

5. The brewing material holder of claim 1, wherein the
passageway is disposed at a position that is substantially at a
center of the base.

6. The brewing material holder of claim 1, wherein the
receptacle further includes a stem that extends downward
below the exterior surface ofthe base from around a periphery
of the passageway.

7. The beverage brewer of claim 1, wherein the container
further comprises a mesh filter that is configured to be dis-
posed within the receptacle and to receive and support the
brewing material in the path of the fluid flow.

8. A beverage brewer, comprising:

a brewing chamber;

a container, disposed within the brewing chamber and
adapted to hold brewing material while brewed by a
beverage brewer, the container comprising:

a receptacle configured to receive the brewing material;
and
a cover;
wherein the receptacle includes
a base, having an interior surface and an exterior
surface, wherein at least a portion of the base is
disposed a predetermined distance above a bottom
surface of the brewing chamber, and
at least one sidewall extending upward from the inte-
rior surface of the base,
wherein the receptacle has at least one passageway
that provides fluid flow from an interior of the
receptacle to an exterior of the receptacle;
wherein the cover is adapted to sealingly engage with a
top edge of the at least one sidewall, the cover includ-
ing an opening, and
wherein the container is adapted to accept input fluid
through the opening and to provide a corresponding
outtlow of fluid through the passageway;

an inlet port, adapted to provide the input fluid to the
container; and

a needle-like structure, disposed below the base;

wherein the predetermined distance is selected to form an
annular recessed region below the base to receive the
needle-like structure such that a tip of the needle-like
structure does not penetrate the exterior surface of the
base.

9. The beverage brewer of claim 8, wherein at least one
passageway of the at least one passageway is disposed in the
base.

10. The beverage brewer of claim 8, wherein the receptacle
also includes at least one extension that raises the at least a
portion of the base the predetermined distance above the
bottom surface of the brewing chamber.

11. The beverage brewer of claim 8, wherein the receptacle
and the cover include materials such that the container is
reusable.

12. The beverage brewer of claim 8, wherein at least one
passageway of the at least one passageway is unobstructed.

13. The brewing material holder of claim 8, wherein the
passageway is disposed at a position that is substantially at a
center of the base.
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14. The brewing material holder of claim 8, wherein the
receptacle further includes a stem that extends downward
below the exterior surface ofthe base from around a periphery
of the passageway.

15. The beverage brewer of claim 8, wherein the container
further comprises a mesh filter that is configured to be dis-
posed within the receptacle and to receive and support the
brewing material in the path of the fluid flow.

16. A beverage brewer, comprising:

a brewing chamber;

a container, disposed within the brewing chamber and
adapted to hold brewing material while brewed by a
beverage brewer, the container comprising:

a receptacle configured to receive the brewing material;
and
a cover;
wherein the receptacle includes
a base, having an interior surface, an exterior surface,
and a passageway in an interior area of the base,
providing fluid flow through the interior surface
and the exterior surface, and
at least one sidewall extending upward from the inte-
rior surface of the base,
wherein the receptacle is adapted to support the brew-
ing material a predetermined distance above a
lower surface of the brewing chamber,
wherein the cover is adapted to sealingly engage with a
top edge of the at least one sidewall, the cover includ-
ing an opening, and
wherein the container is adapted to accept input fluid
through the opening and to provide a corresponding
outtflow of fluid through the passageway;

an inlet port, adapted to provide the input fluid to the
container; and

a needle-like structure, disposed below the brewing mate-
rial;

wherein the predetermined distance is selected to form an
annular recessed region below the base such that the
needle-like structure does not touch the brewing mate-
rial when held by the container.

17. The beverage brewer of claim 16, wherein the recep-
tacle also includes at least one extension that raises the base
the predetermined distance above the lower surface of the
brewing chamber.

18. The beverage brewer of claim 16, wherein the recep-
tacle and the cover include materials such that the container is
reusable.

19. The beverage brewer of claim 16, wherein the passage-
way has an unobstructed configuration.

20. The brewing material holder of claim 16, wherein the
passageway is disposed at a position that is substantially at a
center of the base.

21. The brewing material holder of claim 16, wherein the
receptacle further includes a stem that extends downward
below the exterior surface ofthe base from around a periphery
of the passageway.

22. The beverage brewer of claim 16, wherein the container
further comprises a mesh filter that is configured to be dis-
posed within the receptacle and to receive and support the
brewing material in the path of the fluid flow.

23. A beverage brewer, comprising:

a brewing chamber;

a container, disposed within the brewing chamber and
adapted to hold brewing material while brewed by a
beverage brewer, the container comprising:

a receptacle configured to receive the brewing material;
and
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a cover;
wherein the receptacle includes
a base, having an interior surface, an exterior surface,
and a passageway in an interior area of the base,
providing fluid flow through the interior surface
and the exterior surface, and
at least one sidewall extending upward from the inte-
rior surface of the base,
wherein the cover is adapted to sealingly engage with a
top edge of the at least one sidewall, the cover includ-
ing an opening, and
wherein the container is adapted to accept input fluid
through the opening and to provide a corresponding
outtlow of fluid through the passageway;

an inlet port, adapted to provide the input fluid to the

container; and
a needle-like structure, adapted to receive outflow fluid
from the container through the base passageway; and

wherein the passageway allows the outflow fluid substan-
tially to avoid the needle-like structure and to flow from
the container.

24. The beverage brewer of claim 23, wherein the recep-
tacle also includes at least one extension that raises at least a
portion of the base a predetermined distance above a lower
surface of the brewing chamber, wherein the predetermined
distance is selected to form an annular recessed region below
the base such that a tip of the needle-like structure does not
penetrate the exterior surface of the base.

25. The beverage brewer of claim 23, wherein the recep-
tacle and the cover include materials such that the container is
reusable.

26. The beverage brewer of claim 23, wherein the passage-
way has an unobstructed configuration.

27. The brewing material holder of claim 23, wherein the
passageway is disposed at a position that is substantially at a
center of the base.

28. The brewing material holder of claim 23, wherein the
receptacle further includes a stem that extends downward
below the exterior surface ofthe base from around a periphery
of the passageway.

29. The beverage brewer of claim 23, wherein the container
further comprises a mesh filter that is configured to be dis-
posed within the receptacle and to receive and support the
brewing material in the path of the fluid flow.

30. A beverage brewer including a brewing chamber con-
figured to receive a brewing cartridge, an inlet port adapted to
provide an input fluid, and a needle-like structure fixed in a
bottom of the brewing chamber and adapted to puncture a
shell of the brewing cartridge to carry an outflow of brewed
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beverage from the brewing cartridge and arranged to avoid
puncturing filtering material containing brewing material dis-
posed inside the shell, the improvement comprising:

a container configured to replace the brewing cartridge, the
container positionable within the brewing chamber and
adapted to hold brewing material while brewed by the
beverage brewer, the container including:
areceptacle configured to receive and support the brew-

ing material, and

a cover;
wherein the receptacle includes:

a passageway providing fluid communication
between an interior of the receptacle and the brew-
ing chamber,

a base, having an interior surface and an exterior
surface and configured to avoid contact with the
needle-like structure, and

at least one sidewall extending upward from the inte-
rior surface of the base and configured to avoid
contact with the needle-like structure;

wherein the cover is adapted to sealingly engage with a
top edge of the at least one sidewall, the cover includ-
ing an opening, and

wherein the container is adapted to accept the input fluid
from the inlet port through the opening and to provide

a corresponding outflow of fluid through the passage-

way such that the outflow substantially avoids the

needle-like structure.

31. The beverage brewer of claim 30, wherein the recep-
tacle and the cover include materials such that the container is
reusable.

32. The beverage brewer of claim 30, wherein the recep-
tacle also includes at least one extension that raises the base a
predetermined distance above a lower surface of the brewing
chamber, to form an annular recessed region below the base.

33. The beverage brewer of claim 30, wherein the passage-
way has an unobstructed configuration.

34. The brewing material holder of claim 30, wherein the
passageway is disposed at a position that is substantially at a
center of the base.

35. The brewing material holder of claim 30, wherein the
receptacle further includes a stem that extends downward
below the exterior surface ofthe base from around a periphery
of the passageway.

36. The beverage brewer of claim 30, wherein the container
further comprises a mesh filter that is configured to be dis-
posed within the receptacle and to receive and support the
brewing material in the path of the fluid flow.

#* #* #* #* #*



